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I shall prove faithless to my vow, and the Brahman will be disappointed of his hope.' He reflected further that these sufferings were coming upon him that he might in due season become the Enlightened and save from the ocean of ignorance those who are sinking in its bottomless depths.
So he gave the children to the Brahman. Whereupon the earth quaked six times ; and the children fell at their father's feet crying, C0 father, let us but see our mother e'er we leave you both for ever.' And the Prince, covering his face with his hand to hide his tears, said in a breaking voice, c 0 my children, in my heart is no harshness, only boundless compassion. I give you away that I may attain perfect insight.3
And they, with hands placed palm to palm, laid their heads upon his feet 'and prayed for forgiveness of -all their faults ; and so went forth. And he, as they looked back and ever turned to look one long last look, consoled them with compassionate words.
Then, desiring perfect insight, he entered alone into his hut of leaves.
The air straightway was filled with cries of legions of gods exclaiming,c 0, the great deed of sacrifice ! Wondrous is he whose mind is unshaken even at the loss of both his children !'
Then Maddi the mother drew near, and her heart was full of foreboding as she saw the little house they had built of mud, and all their playthings lying deserted : weeping she threw herself at her husband's feet, and asked him of them. And he made answer, c Rejoice, my wife ! A Brahman came and asked me for them, and I gave them to him.' As a stricken hart, she fell at his feet and